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WHILE our Fellow-Countrymen in India, by the 
annual pnblication of their Reſearthes, evince that their 
labours in the cultivation of Aſiatick Literature have 
not been waſted on a barren ſoil : the want of a ſimi- 
lar repertory is felt by many learned and ingenious 
Orientaliſts, reſident in this country, defirous of con- 
veying to the Publick; in their proper reſpective charac- 
ters, ſuch Extracts from Original Eaſtern Manuſcripts 
as might be deemed worthy of Tranſlation or of Com- 
ment; ſuch Productions, as, from the lightneſs of their 
nature, their deſultory ſtyle, or their brevity, could 
not well be preſented to the world as diſtin volumes, 
(however capable, in conjunction with others, of form- 
ing an uſeful, intereſting, and learned work); or ſuch 
Eſſays, as the authors, from a neceſſity of reſidence in 
the country, or diſinclination to trouble or expenſe, 


might not find it convenient or agrecable to publiſh on 
their own account, | 


That a vehicle may be no longer wanting, which, in 
an elegant form, ſhall convey ſuch Compoſitions to the 
Publick, we have the honour to announce our intention 
of offering to their patronage a Periodical Work, to 
commence with the ys + year, and to conſiſt of 
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Tranſlations, Efliys, and Nttellänsgus Diktate 
on the various branches of Oriental Literature—a lub. 
ject ſo extenſive and diverſified" in its natüfs, that we 
ſhall offer a few general obſervations, before we proceed 
to mention the — of our Plan. 


+ trend ot dom Dido 3 

Among the many conſiderations which give import- 
ance to the ſtudy of Aſiatick Literature, and eſpecially 
induce to the cultivation of the Anavrexand PRAtAV 
Languages, it is almoſt uuneceſſary to point out that of 
| National: Intereſt, ſince it not only occurs of itſelf, but 
has already been treated of by able writers ; We' (hall 
not, therefore, dwell on the advantages reſulting from 
a knowledge of thoſe tongues, to all whom the affairs 
of Commerce, the adminiſtration” of Government, or 
other publick or private buſineſs, may lead to viſit our 
Indian Territories their utility is obyious, and ſuffi- 
ciently evinced by the munificence, with which the cul-, 
tivation of them has been encouraged, by. the moſt 05 
lightened and e on commercial * of the 
world, * A 


At will * found; thad en ww. every nj the 
writers of ARABIA afford much intetoſting matter 
and whatever rapid advances towards perfection in Art? 
and Sciences, our northern nations may have made in 
latter ages, there wis e tima, when'the dart clouds of 
ignorance and ſuperſtition: hung ſo thick on the intellec- 
tual horizon of Europe, as to exclude every ray of learn- 
ing; that darted from the Eaſt, Land all that was poſite 
or elegant in Literature, was elaſſed among the . Sud 
4 rnb. G „0h tals Yo ee 90) 20 N hotqats 

7 %. Letters on Mythology,” p. 37. 
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Into the energetick language of the Karan were tragh- 
lated the moſt valuable works of Grecian and Roman 
Authors—and it is very probable, that thoſe books of 
Livr's Hiſtory, ſo long wiſhed for by the admireis of 


claſſical learning, are not the only borrowed. treaſures 
eee nay the dn ey ones, 


80 many 53 Theological Gnade her 
already demonſtrated, the utility of an acquaintance 
with the An ABC Language, to thoſe who make a juſt 
interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures the. object of 
their ſtudies, that it ſeems unneceſſary to dwelt on it in 
this place. We hope, in the courſe of our publica- 
tion, to illuſtrate and explain, through the medium of 
the Arabick, many obſcure and doubtful paſſages of 
Jewiſh Hiftory and Hiblical Philology. 


Among the ſtudious Pzz51avs, ſo generally. has 
been diffuſed a taſte for Literature, Sciences, and 


Fine Arts, that, in their widely-extended language, 

the writings on every ſubje& are almoſt innumerable. 
The works of their poets, univerſally allowed to be pre- 
eminent among the nations of the Eaſt, are equally the 
objects of admiration at Conſtantinople and at Iſpahan, 
and peruſed with delight throughout the various regions 
of HinpoasTAN ; where, indeed, among the nobles, 
hiſtorians, and men of buſineſs, the ſoft and courtly 

Perſian has nearly ſuperſeded the native dialects. | 


Of Cnaivaick, intermixed with the PAK YE 
or ancient language of PERSI14, the ages which have 


elapſed fince the nnn ieee from their 
N f Baby- 


Babylonian Palace, gavo laws: to the Aſiatick World, 
have not totally effaced every veſtigs; nor are we 
uithout hopes of being able to prove the affinity of thoſs 
tangues, and the utility oi 4 knowledge 'of 6ne in 
— Hp gs WW 
ente an ae enn 
That — the Rudy of Gawbrat Anti-/ 
quities and Literature, may derive confiderable aid from/ 
an acquaintance with the Hiſtory. and Language ot 
PERxSIA, we ſhalt endeavour to demonſtrate in the 
ſucceſſive Numbers of the Ox12xTAL Cortrorions. 
A ftrong reſemblance, both in ſentiments und en- 
preſſion, has been found in the writings of the Greeks 
and Perſians ; and the identity of many hundred words 
in the languages of both, agreeing in ſenſe and found, 
proves that ancient intermixture of the two nations W 
which Seneca alludes*, and which ſeems the natural 
conſequence of the Macedonian Conqueſt. On the 
ſubject of this memorable conqueſt the partial hiſtorians 
of Greece and Rome have hitherto been our only autho- 
rities ; it were but juſt as well as natural, to ſeek further 
information in the Perſian records and traditions: ſome 
credit is certainly due to the writers of a conquered 
_— on a ſubje& ſo important as the ſubjugation 
of their forefathers, and the hiſtory of thoſe who invaded 
their native land, "ir EP 
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# « Videbis gentes populolqus. mutaſſe an Quid ſi e 
in mediis Barbarorym regionibus Grace urbes? Quid inter Ingos 
Perſaſque Macedonicus ſermo A in Aſa torha ed. 1 Cas- 
flat: ad Helv, c. vi. 1 Ja 76 2; 17 oans iis 
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So little of the original ScyrniAx remains in the 
modern Tux EK sk, that thoſe are more than half 
maſters of the latter, who are acquainted with the 
Arabick and Perſian Tongues, The trouble of render - 
ing themſelves completely ſo, will be amply repaid by 
the various uſeful and amuſing works offered to their 
peruſal by the Turkiſi writers, and particularly by their 
poets, who have judiciouſly formed their compoſitions on 
the Perſian model. Of ſome valuable manuſcripts, 
brought not long ago from the Levant, we ſhall occa- 
fionally pretent our readers with Rs and wa 
ing extracts. 
Of 1 SANSCRIT, and the various diale&ts 
of HinpoosTAN, we ſhall endeayour to procure au- 
thentick ſpecimens, accurate yerſions, and ſatisfactory 
illuſtrations, From the abilities and indefatigable per- 
ſeverance of ſome members of the Aſiatick Society, wha 
haye devoted their time to the ſtudy of that wonderful 
language, the Sax sc, diſcoyerics of the moſt inter- 
eſting nature may be expected. But here we muſt 
lament that a premature death forbade him to explore 
the ſecret treaſures of Saxscxir Literature, who had 
prepared a key to them; and we muſt content ourſelyes 
with hoping, that the mantle of inſpiration, ſo long 
worne by Sir William Jones, may paſs like that of Elijah 
into the hands of another prophet®. | 


ki 


„ Midi videtur acerba ſemper et jmmatura, « mors eorum qui im- 
% mortale aliquid parant.“ PLIN, 

A Dictionary, Sanſcrit and Latin, was prepared under the inime- 
diate inſpeftion of Sir WM. Jones, with conſiderable trouble and 
great expenſe—TIt is at preſent on its way to Europe, and is an object 
well worthy of the national attention, 
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Overſtepping the geographical boundaries of As1 A7 
ſhall occafionally follow into Evy that branch of the 
Azxazrcx Language, which has widely diffuſed itſelf 
there, and, indeed, pervaded the coaſt of Arn ic from 
caſt to weſt : retracing, however, the current to its 
Arabian ſource: and we ſhall not conſider the ſubjec 
of the Cor riex Tongue, and the inveſtigation of the” 
Antiquities of EcyyrT, as foreign to our purpoſe; the 
local ſituation of that countty, in relation to dur 
own, being literally Oriental, its hiſtorical importance 
univerſally acknowledged, and its ancient influence on 
the laws, religion, arts, and ſciences of the Eaſtern 
World, 
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On the Abtei of As iA we have reaſon to 
expect many original and curious communications: 
Among the grand deſiderata on thoſe points, perhaps 
the moſt conſiderable is, an explanation of the myſte- 
rious inſcriptions at PERSEPOL1S : for, that thoſe cele- 
brated ruins, which, during latter ages, have been called 
© Chet Pminar” or the © Forty Pillar are the remains 
of the ancient capital of Perſia, ſeems to be the received 
opinion of modern times, though ſeveral” ingenious 
men have offered various and extraordinary conjee- 


tures on the ſubje& ; a ſubje&, indeed, fo intereſting 
to the genuine Oriental Antiquary, the; if he could 
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ſucceſsfylly. exert the powers of conjuration, and elicit 


from: his dark receſs the, Genius, of former days, a ſolu · 
tion of the Perſepalitau myſteries would probably. be the 
qhiect of bis ſirſt petition to the haary oracle. The 


ſball find an honowrable, place in our publication; and 
we ſolicit fram our Antiquarian Correſpondents the 
communication of their opinions; for, though a key 
ta thoſe characters, hitherto unexplained, may accident- 
ally be found, yet the zealous antiquary will not con- 
tent himſelf with the chance of finding. he will eek it 
in the fields of ſtudy and the paths of learning. 


Although we ſhall gladly admit diſſertations on 
Hzz3na0-BinLicA Literature and Antiquities, yet 
it is not to be underſtood that we ſhall adapt our Miſe 
cellany. to controverſial carreſpondence, or Kenan 
— | 


| - Da hOLOGAGAL and ET YMOLOGARAL Edt will 
be thankfully received: On the ſubject of Languages, 
we ſhall not, bowevex, forget, that they are merely the 
vehicles of learning and inſtruments of ſcience. Uſeful 
knowledge and hiſtorick truth ſhould be the chief ob- 
jects of the linguiſt ; and only as conducive to the attain- 
ment of theſe, grand points, ſhould time and ſtudy be 
devoted to the obſcure and doubtful derivation of 
words, the collation of paſſages intrinſecally unimport- 
ant, or the learning of ſtrange characters and new ſyſtems 
of grammatical conſtryQion. © | 
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To the ZooLoersr and Boraniit we ſhall en- 
deavour to recommend our Colloctiau, by eariching 
them with plates, occaſionally coloured, from accurate 
and original drawings, of Whatever are moſt rate and 
curious in the Eaſtern Waun 7 wn 
b. e world, it 
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We ſhall diverfy aur pages with Map, which may 
illuſtrate the ancient and modern GeoGrtarut of A8 
and the bordering regions; and with Viet, which 
may give juſt ideas of the faces of thoſe countries we 
procured at conſiderable trouble and expente, will fur: 
niſh us with copious Extracts txom the works of Kaſtern 
Pogrs ; Specimens of Perhan and Indian PAN tua, 
we are enabled, by the communieat ions of ſome ſoneign 
Correſpondents, to promiſe to our Subſcribera; ac well 
as Original Eſſays on the ſcience and practice of Afatich 
Mustek, with Tunes cane 1 ann i 
various Inſtruments. + Ai 


Tron om 
The utility of a work, which may facilitate the ac- 
quirement (on moderate terms) of Oriental knowledge, 
and promote the diffufion of general learning, will be 
obvious, when we conſider that, notwithſtanding the 
inſtitution of the Calcutta Preſs, and the meritorious 
exertions of thoſe who have employed it, the works 
of SADEE, the LAILI-MAjxuN of HAT, &c. 
are as rare, and conſequently as dear, in this country, 
as if they ſtill continued to delight and inſtruct the 
readers of them in manuſcript only. 


The 
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The deſign of the Work now propoſed to the Publick 
would never, probably, have been conceived, or, if con- 
ceived, ſhould moſt certainly be abandoned, if it were 
poſſible that by the proſecution of it we ſhould incroach 
on the plan of any ſimilar compilation, and thereby an- 
ticipate the due reward of others labours. © Our mate- 
rials are new; the ſources from which we draw them 
original; and we ſhall be the firſt in this country to 
undertake a periodical publication of ang in um 
e Characters, from 1 — 21 


We therefore ſolicit the tings of the Greatji and 
the affiſtance of the Learned—and we ſhall labour to 
deſerve the approbation of the Publick : We have pro- 
miſed much, but we ſhall endeavour to perform more. 
— Whatever be the ſucceſs of this attempt, he, among 
the Editors has a claim to indulgence, who firſt ſuggeſt- 
ed the plan, and has undertaken the actual compilation, 
correction, and publication of the Work ;—a taſk, of 
which the reward 1s precarious ; the toil, expenſe, and 
| — inevitable. 


„ * ince ria, ce rium 115 laborem juftuli.”. 
TERENT, PROL, AD Hern. 
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THE Oriental Collections ſhall be printed on a fine 
Wove Paper, in Four Numbers annually ; One to 
be publiſhed every Quarter, cs 1444.60 


Each Number to contain from Eighty, to One Hundred 
and Twenty Pages—ſo as to form, at the end of the 
year, a large and elegant Volume, in Quarto, of above 
Four Hundred Pages. 6 

The Extracts from Oriental Writers to be given in their 

proper Characters. Maps, Views, Fac-ſimiles, 
Portraits, Plates of Natural Hiſtory, and other 
* to be nee ne 9 


The Plan of this Work Beads he Arabick, Per- 
fian, and Turkiſh Languages, Hebrew, and its 
Branches, Coptick, Chineſe, Sanſerit, and the various 
Dialects of Hindooſtan, and Greek, only as illuſtrat - 
ing or connected with, the Antiquities and Literature 
of Aſia, 


As many learned Forcigners are among the Subſcribers 
and Correſpondents, Eſſays will be received in Latin, 
French, German, ern &c. and n with 
Tranſlat ions. 


The 
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The earlieſt intelligence will be procured of new Works 
in the line of Oriental Literature, undertaken on 
C - i | ' F 4 - | 1 4 N . 


Subſcription for the Four Numbers of the year 1797, 
| Two Gnineas. | | 


E PR coins to be ended by r Lien Watrz, 
| Bookſeller, No. 173, Piccadilly, London. 


Fach Subſcriber to receive from the Publiſher, at the 

time of ſubſctibing, a ſigned obligation, to refund 
(in caſe of the failure of the Work, or the ſcheme 
being abandoned) the Subſcription Money, or part, 
in proportion to the Numbers deficient in the year. 


The Names of Subſcribers to be printed with each 
Number. 


Letters on the Subject of this Undertaking, and Literary 
| Communications, to be addreſſed to Major OuszLEx, 
at Mr. White's, Bookſeller, Piccadilly, London. 


